
Viviparous lizard 

Some have few 
markings, being 
solid brown  
or black. 

Adults 13-15 cm.  Coloration and markings variable.  
Background colour generally brown.   

Larger and more heavily-built than viviparous 
lizard.  Adults 16-19 cm.  Most have three rows 
of eyespots, one along the back, one on either 
flank.   

Wall lizard 

Reptile Identification 

Newborn young are 
dark in colour, 
almost black.  4 cm. 
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A non-native species found at relatively few, but an increasing number of, sites mainly in 
southern England.  

A rare species, almost entirely 
confined to heathland sites in  
Dorset, Hampshire and  
Surrey, and sand dunes  
on the Mersey and  
Welsh Coasts. 

Prefers south-facing, vertical habitat 
such as walls and cliffs. 

Occasionally green, 
leading to mistaken 
identification as 
sand lizard. 

Males often have a flecked 
pattern on back.   

Breeding male has vivid green 
flanks (late spring). 

Young 

Young hatch from eggs.   
Eye-spot markings. 5.5 cm. 

Females often 
have stripes 
on back.   

Some have bright green 
mottling on the back, 
others are brown.  

Males have thicker  
base to tail and brighter, 
speckled underside. 

Male Female 

ARG UK 

Grows to 17-18 cm, but most of 
length is tail.  Body length 6 cm.   

Strictly protected, 
requiring a licence to 
handle or disturb. 


