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Appendices  

11 Review of Bat Legislation and Policy  
 
All species of British bat and their roosts are protected under British law by: 
- The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017  
- The Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 (as amended)  
- The Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006 
 
Under the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 it is an offence to: 

• Deliberately (or recklessly in Scotland) capture, injure or kill a bat.  
• Deliberately (or recklessly in Scotland) disturb a bat in a way that would (significantly in Scotland) 

affect its ability to survive, breed or rear young (or hibernate or migrate in England, Wales and 
Northern Ireland) or (significantly in England, Wales and Scotland) affect the local distribution or 
abundance of the species.  

• Damage or destroy a roost [this is an ‘absolute’ offence and need not be deliberate or 
intentional].  

• Possess, control, transport, sell, exchange or offer for sale/exchange any live or dead bat or any 
part of a bat.  

 
Under this legislation development work that could affect a bat or bat roost can only be permitted under 
a licence from Natural England. 
   
1.5  Licences in respect of European Protected Species affected by development can be granted under 
Section 55(2) (e) of The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017  (as amended), for the 
purpose of preserving public health or public safety or other imperative reasons of overriding public 
interest including those of social or economic nature and beneficial consequences of primary 
importance for the environment.   
 
1.6 Under Section 55(9) of the Regulations Natural England will not grant a license unless it is satisfied: 
(a)that there is no satisfactory alternative; and  
(b)that the action authorised will not be detrimental to the maintenance of the population of the species 
concerned at a favourable conservation status in their natural range 
Note: Natural England aim to process licence applications within 35 working days of receipt.   
 
Planning policy requires new developments to take into consideration our local and national wildlife. With 
the objective to maintain or increase the viability of the site for wildlife. The existing proposals are 
considered to determine whether Habitat enhancements are offered and whether they are adequate to 
meet the policy requirements. Again, national, regional, county and borough policies are considered.  

The National Planning Policy Framework states that the planning system should contribute to and enhance 
the natural and local environment by minimizing impacts on biodiversity and delivering net gains in 
biodiversity where possible. 

Ecological habitat enhancements measures need to be over and above any mitigation measures.  
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The National Planning Policy Framework states that the planning system should contribute to and 
enhance the natural and local environment by minimizing impacts on biodiversity and delivering net 
gains in biodiversity where possible. 

Ecological habitat enhancements measures need to be over and above any mitigation measures.  
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Figure 6: Amenity area with mature Oaks South of site 
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Figure 7: Northern elevation of No. 3 

 

Figure 8: Southern elevation of No. 3 



Author: Edward Clark Date: 18/06/2019 Ref:  6479 
 

      
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 10: Wall mounted Schweggler 2FE 

 

Figure 9: Schweggler Batbox 2F (multi-
purpose) 
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Figure 11: Field Survey Results 
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